A NOTE ON BOOKBINDING1 1904

A,L owners of libraries have to get books bound from
time to time, but comparatively few are able to give
clear instructions to their binders. It doubtless saves
some trouble if a previously bound volume is sent with
a binding order, and the new work simply ordered *to
pattern3; but this habit of sticking to old patterns tends
to prevent the binder from improving his work. During
the last few years great pains have been taken to
improve bookbinding, and it is safe to say that most
patterns now in use could be improved upon without
increasing their cost.

The work of the Special Committee of the Society of
Art on 'Leather for Bookbinding5 has done much to set
standards for good work and good materials, and the
report, with its detailed specifications, should prove of
great assistance to those who have to give orders for
binding books.

Books for binding can be roughly divided into three
classes:

ist. Books of value, or of special interest to their
owners, that require to be bound as well as the binder
can do them.

2nd. Books of permanent interest, but of no special
value, that require to be well and strongly bound, but
for which the best and most careful work would be too
expensive.

1 Reprinted here by permission of Messrs, W. H. Smith & Son, for
whom it was written in 1904.

The prices quoted in this pamphlet are now of little more than
historical interest, because owing to increases in wages and in the cost
of materials the prices of hand-binding have increased from double to
treble the pre-war rates. The cost of machine-binding has also increased
but not so greatly.